
 

Worn Again Technologies joins pivotal alliance to 

advance a circular, waste-free textile future 

 

19 October 2023 

 

Worn Again Technologies, a pioneer in the true circular economy for textiles, 

has announced its membership of the newly formed Alliance of Textile 

Chemical Recyclers (ACTR). Spearheaded by Accelerating Circularity, this 

partnership aligns perfectly with Worn Again Technologies’ mission to 

repurpose waste materials back into the supply chain, signaling a shift away 

from the old-fashioned linear textile industry. 

 

The ACTR aims to provide the textile industry with accurate information on textile 

chemical recycling through a unified voice. The association aims to meet these 

goals through educational, outreach and engagement opportunities, with the first 

step being the introduction of a dictionary of common terms to educate the industry 

on the chemical recycling of textiles.  

 

Collaborating with other leaders in the field, Worn Again Technologies and its fellow 

members are committed to delivering sustainable initiatives. These include 

advocating for chemical recycling solutions to reduce the volume of textile waste 

directed to landfills and incinerators, ensuring a supply of sustainably sourced, 

circular materials and assisting brands and retailers in reducing their CO2
 footprints. 

 

Worn Again Technologies is at the forefront of the creation of a sustainable textiles 

industry with its chemical recycling technologies. A testament to this commitment is 

the development of its state-of-the-art textile recycling demo plant in Winterthur, 



 

Switzerland. This facility, designed to divert up to 1,000 tons of textiles annually from 

incineration, showcases its closed-loop chemical recycling technology aligning with 

ACTR's goal to drive awareness about how this process can benefit the textile 

industry. 

 

“We formed this collective to move chemical recycling technology forward, share 

common definitions, and address policies in a collaborative way to maximize the 

elimination of textile waste to landfills and incineration” explained Karla Magruder, 

Founder and President of Accelerating Circularity. “Chemical recycling technology 

has many benefits, including quality more similar to virgin fiber and the ability to 

recycle multiple times.” 

 

Erik Koep, CEO at Worn Again Technologies, commented: “Becoming a member of 

the ACTR underscores our commitment to revolutionizing the textile industry. The 

potential of chemical recycling is vast, promising end products with quality akin to 

virgin fibers and the opportunity for further reuse. As leading experts in the chemical 

recycling of textiles, we bring technical know-how that will help drive impactful 

outreach activities across the industry. Together, we’re not just imagining a world 

without textile waste, we’re actively helping to build it.” 
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About Worn Again Technologies 

  

Worn Again Technologies was founded in East London in 2005, with a 

vision to eradicate textile waste. Since 2012, the company has been in 

development of a unique polymer recycling technology which separates, 

decontaminates and extracts polyester and cellulose (from cotton) from 

non-reusable textiles. The dual PET and cellulose outputs can be 

reintroduced into supply chains to become new fibre, textiles and 

products as part of a continual cycle. 

  

The regenerative recycling technology is being brought to life by an 

expert team and strategic partners who have a shared ambition of 

creating a circular textiles industry. The company has valued strategic 

investors including H&M Group, Sulzer Chemtech (global market leader 

in innovative mass transfer, static mixing and polymer solutions for 

petrochemicals, refining and LNG), Oerlikon (leading materials and 

surface solutions provider), Mexico-based Himes Corporation (a garment 

manufacturer) and Directex (a textiles producer), as well as the support 

of influential brands and partners, such as Kering, ASICS Europe, 

Sympatex, Dibella and Dhana. 

  

In November 2017, Worn Again Technologies was invited to become part 

of the Fashion for Good scaling programme. In 2019, Worn Again 

Technologies received the ANDAM Innovation Prize, the PCIAW 

Outstanding Contribution to the Textile Industry and the ‘One to Watch’ at 

the Global Good Awards. In 2019, the company’s Founder, Cyndi 

Rhoades, was also a finalist for The Circular Economy Awards 

Leadership award. 

 

Worn Again Technologies is also a signatory and key contributor to the 

UNFCCC Fashion Industry Charter for Climate Action. 
  

 
 
 



 

 
Press contact: 
Worn Again Technologies 
Karen Shakespeare-Fletcher 
Tel: +44 7549 168616 Fax: 
Web: https://www.wornagain.co.uk  
Email: karen.shakespearefletcher@wornagain.co.uk  
Address: Worn Again Technologies, Biocity, 
Pennyfoot Street, Nottingham, G1 1GF 
 
 
 
Editorial contact: 
DMA Europa Ltd.  
Brittany Kennan 
Tel: +44 (0)1905 917477  Fax: 
Web: www.dmaeuropagroup.com  
Email: brittany@dmaeuropa.com 
Address: Progress House, Great Western Avenue, 
Worcester, Worcestershire, WR5 1AQ, UK 

 

https://www.wornagain.co.uk/
mailto:karen.shakespearefletcher@wornagain.co.uk
http://www.dmaeuropagroup.com/
mailto:brittany@dmaeuropa.com

