
 

Service time reduced to a fraction with Sulzer’s new 

shut-off device for agitators 

14 September 2022 

 

Sulzer has launched a new shut-off device SOD for horizontal SALOMIX™ 

SSA agitators that significantly reduces the time spent on servicing the seal. 

The device enables seal maintenance without emptying the tank, which makes 

the feature especially useful for very large tanks, wastewater treatment plants, 

and other critical processes. 

 

Innovative mechanical structure enables reliable operation 

 

After shutting down the agitator, SOD is activated by pressure, which expands a 

rubber element that clamps around the shaft. The pressure can be applied with a 

simple hand pump, and either by air or water. There is no need to remove the shaft 

or unlock the bearings, which significantly speeds up the maintenance process. The 

simple structure also minimizes the chances of misuse.  

 

SOD is designed for a longer seal lifetime. Outside maintenance periods, the large 

radial clearance between the shaft sleeve and SOD’s cartridge provides an open 

seal environment that prevents clogging and drying out. Especially with 

contaminated liquids and slurries this is a key feature in maximizing seal lifetime. 

 

After extensive testing, the patented construction of SOD has proven to be 

extremely reliable. It enables a tight seal and works robustly even with impurities in 



 

the liquid. As a result, the device is especially suitable for paper pulp, wastewater, 

biofuels, metals, and mineral applications. 

 

Versatile range suits most applications 

 

SOD represents the latest in Sulzer’s continuous efforts to finalize its market-leading 

agitator selection. “In the past few years, we have developed the portfolio of our 

side-mounted agitators by combining our expertise with the customers’ needs, 

which has led to market leading hydraulics and a comprehensive agitator range 

packed with smart features. SOD is a good match with our objective to always serve 

our customers with innovative and reliable technology,” says Patrik Kolmodin, 

product manager of agitators at Sulzer. 

 

SOD suits most industrial applications. It is globally available for all sizes of the side-

mounted SALOMIX™ SSA agitators in either EPDM or FKM rubber. The devices 

can be combined with gland packings or split mechanical seals. They endure high 

temperatures up to 90˚C (195°F) and pressures up to 4 bars (58 psi). 

 

For more information, see: https://www.sulzer.com/en/shared/products/salomix-

ssa-side mounted-agitators\ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sulzer.com/en/shared/products/salomix-ssa-side%20mounted-agitators/
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Image 1: Salomix™ SSA with SOD shut-off device 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Image 2: SOD has a large radial clearance to the shaft, which provides long seal 

lifetime 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Image 3: SOD cartridge in activated position 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 4: SOD cartridge in deactivated position 

 

 

 

 

The image(s) distributed with this press release are for Editorial use only and are 

subject to copyright. The image(s) may only be used to accompany the press 

release mentioned here, no other use is permitted.  

 
  



 

About Sulzer 

 

Sulzer is a global leader in fluid engineering and chemical processing applications. 

We specialize in energy-efficient pumping, agitation, mixing, separation, purification, 

crystallization, and polymerization technologies for fluids of all types. Our solutions 

enable carbon emission reductions, development of polymers from biological 

sources, recycling of plastic waste and textiles, and efficient power storage. Our 

customers benefit from our commitment to innovation, performance, and quality and 

from our responsive network of 180 world-class manufacturing facilities and service 

centers across the globe. Sulzer has been headquartered in Winterthur, 

Switzerland, since 1834. In 2022, our 12’900 employees delivered revenues of CHF 

3.2 billion. Our shares are traded on the SIX Swiss Exchange (SIX: SUN). 

www.sulzer.com  
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