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The importance of sustainability in motion

system development

14 December 2022

Market demand is increasing the push towards sustainable development
in industry. The efficiencies that the latest automation motion system
technology provides is helping innovators achieve an environmentally
sustainable approach for the future. But, sustainability also includes
ethics relating to people, including trust among customers, employees,
and suppliers. When an OEM selects an automation partner, it's
increasingly important that they ensure the organisation can demonstrate

the right credentials across the sustainability spectrum.

Sustainable industrial development heavily focuses on environmental
factors, from CO2 footprint to the raw materials used in production. Of
course, this is crucial to ensure stability for the global population of the
future. It's also a growing requirement from consumers. In turn, this
means that it’s vital that technology end-users with brands to protect can
demonstrate their sustainability credentials. For this reason, demand for
sustainability is increasingly requested by OEMSs to their partners through
the supply chain. Investing in partnerships with sustainable technology

providers means greater stability and reliability long-term.

Innovators in industry investing in automation technologies have a lot to
gain. Automated motion systems are intrinsically sustainable by virtue of

their capacity to increase an end-user’s operational efficiency. Within the
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field of motion, the continued proliferation of robotics is not only
increasing energy efficiency in production, but its uptake is also
significantly minimising errors. Fewer errors mean less material waste,

lower consumption, and more efficient manufacturing.
Removing barriers

The challenge is ensuring that the innovators - the market-leading OEMs
of today and tomorrow - are able to access this technology and use it to
best effect. A barrier to OEMs introducing robotics has been time of
development, hence the focus of motion technology specialists like
Kollmorgen in speeding up this process for broader robotics deployment.
Artificial Intelligence (Al) and machine learning are developing the ability
to drastically reduce the complexity of robot design and integration.
Kollmorgen has over 50 years’ experience in motion, and its motors
power thousands of robotics joints globally. With this data set, combined
with extensive engineering insights, this is enabling Kollmorgen’s
engineers to partner with OEMs and train their models for mass-scaling
of robotics. This is bringing greater sustainability to industries all over the

world.

Also important for sustainable development will be this approach of
openness in development with OEMs and wider partners to create the
opportunity for collaboration. Sustainable industries will increasingly
mean deploying the most suitable robot technology for each application,
and ensure that the technology operates seamlessly together in the same
system. For Kollmorgen, a collaborative approach with OEMs is therefore

key to success.
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Sustainable processes

Technology development that enables innovators to create more
sustainable solutions must also comprise materials from sustainable
sources. For example, reputable technology vendors have provisions in
place that prevent the use of conflict mineralsl. These include raw
materials such as tin and gold used within technology manufacture that
come from global areas of conflict that surrounding mining and trading.
This puts an automation vendor’s supply chain in focus, meaning that
responsible OEMs will increasingly ask tech providers to demonstrate

that their own supply chain is sustainable.

Moreover, sustainability is not just about the environmental outcome; at
its core is people. This includes people involved in the supply chain
around the world, so for example, it’s crucial for OEMs to ensure that their
suppliers have processes that prevent child or forced labour, as well as
ensuring fair treatment of the labour force. A sustainable supplier model
also ensures equality and removes discrimination, and in its business
dealings, it seeks to prevent all forms of corruption. A trusted technology
vendor will be able to demonstrate these credentials through
mechanisms such as a code of conduct for its own employees, as well

as robust checks and procedures with its third-party suppliers.
Selecting a sustainable automation partner

When selecting a motion technology partner, their ability to develop
solutions that optimise efficiency, from energy consumption through to

material use, is of crucial importance. To make these gains achievable,
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the automation provider must also offer technologies that ensure fast
development. Underpinning this development, it's crucial that the
automation vendor can show that its own processes, including material
sourcing and the welfare of people involved throughout the value chain,

are based on a sustainable model.

INMOCO is the UK distributor for Kollmorgen, and as a result, faces its
own robust audit of sustainability. INMOCQO’s engineering team regularly
works with UK-based OEMs to develop sustainable motion and robotic

solutions, interfacing with Kollmorgen’s global development capabilities.

The market is demanding a sustainable future. For OEMs to deliver this,
ensuring sustainable partnerships isn’t just the right thing to do, but will

ensure long-term commercial stability.

About Kollmorgen

Kollmorgen has more than 100 years of motion experience, proven in the
industry’s highest-performing, most reliable motors, drives, linear
actuators, gearheads, AGV control solutions and automation platforms.
Kollmorgen delivers breakthrough solutions that are unmatched in
performance, reliability and ease of use, giving machine builders an

irrefutable marketplace advantage.

lhttps://Www.responsiblemineralsinitiative.orq/about/faq/qeneral-questions/what-are-conflict-minerals/



https://www.kollmorgen.com/en-us/company/about-us/?utm_source=eu-inmoco&utm_medium=press-release&utm_campaign=none&utm_term=regional&utm_content=about-us-webpage%20%20)
https://www.responsiblemineralsinitiative.org/about/faq/general-questions/what-are-conflict-minerals/
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Image Captions:

Image 1: In the field of motion, robotics increases energy efficiency in
production and minimize material waste for more efficient manufacturing.

The image(s) distributed with this press release are for Editorial use only
and are subject to copyright. The image(s) may only be used to

accompany the press release mentioned here, no other use is permitted.
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About INMOCO

Established in 1987, INMOCO now offers an extensive range of motion
control equipment including: compact servo amplifiers, position
controllers, stepper motors, PLC controllers, linear motors, sensors,
electric actuators and gearheads. INMOCO’s product portfolio is
supported by extensive applications and technical expertise, in addition
to customer-specified electro-mechanical development and sub-
assembly services; including calibrating and testing in a class 10,000

clean room facility.
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